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selecting so many as five for your volume yon have not
displaced sonnets by other authors. Sir E. Hamilton's
are indeed, as yon remark, excellent, and I rejoice that
yon are making them better known than they have been
hitherto. Wordsworth once remarked to me that he had
known many men of high talents and several of real
genins; bnt that Coleridge, and Sir W. H. Hamilton were
the only men he had known to whom he would apply the

term " wonderful."

Yours faithfully,

AUBREY DE VEKE.

BOXHILL,  DOBKENG,

Nov. 12, 1885.

DEAR SIR,

You are at liberty to make your use of the Sonnet yon
have named. The Italians allow of 16 lines, under the
title of " Sonnets with a tail."

But the lines of " Modern Love " were not designed for

that form.

Yours very truly,
GEORGE MEREDITH.

The third letter is from Mr. Theodore Watts-Dunton:

THE PINES, PUTNEY HELL,

Jan. 8, 1886.

Mr DEAR SHARP,

I sent off the proofs by Wednesday afternoon's post.
I had no idea that the arrangement of the sonnets would
give bother and took care to write to you to ask. Tlie
matter was not at all important, and I shall be vexed, in-
deed, if the printers are put to trouble. The printers
would, unless the snow storms interfered, get my verses
by Thursday morning's first post.

My theory of the sonnet is exactly expressed in the
sonnet on the sonnet. It is that, in the octave, the emo-
tion flows out in a rhythmic billow: that the solidarity of
this billow is maintained by knitting the two quatrains
together by means of two rhyme sounds only: that in the de Vere; in the second Mr. George
